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REPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  AMERICAN  UNIFORM 
TYPE  COMMITTEE 

Appointed  June,  1932,  to  Conclude  Arrangements  with 
THE  British  National  Uniform  Type  Committee  for  a 
Uniform  Braille  Type  for  the  English-Speaking  World 

I.  HISTORY  PRIOR  TO  I923 

Sixteen  years  ago  the  American  workers  for  the  blind  adopted  braille 
grade  one  and  a half,  which  consists  of  the  British  braille  alphabet  and  44 
of  the  one-cell  contractions.  They  also  adopted  the  British  system  of  mathe- 
matical notation  and  the  braille  music  notation.  The  grade  two  capital  sign 
was  assigned  to  the  less  important  post  of  italic  sign,  while  the  less  obtrusive 
italic  sign  in  grade  two  was  adopted  as  the  capital  sign  in  grade  one  and  a 
half.i 

When  grade  one  and  a half  was  adopted  in  the  United  States,  it  was  with 
the  hope  that  by  a process  of  addition  and  elimination  the  English-speaking 
world  would  ultimately  agree  upon  a form  of  the  code  which  might  meet 
with  universal  acceptance.  The  Commission  on  Uniform  Type  for  the  Blind, 
which  with  its  predecessor,  the  Uniform  Type  Committee,  had  been  instru- 
mental in  bringing  about  the  adoption  of  this  system,  was  instructed  to  “con- 
tinue its  labors  with  the  British  National  Uniform  Type  Committee  with  the 
view  of  reaching  a complete  agreement  regarding  the  whole  question  of  uni- 
form type.”  In  1923,  when  the  Uniform  Type  Commission  ceased  to  exist, 
the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind  requested  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  to  carry  forward  the  activities  of  that  Commission.^ 

II.  VALUE  OF  UNIFORMITY  AND  OF  THE  USE  OF  MORE  CONTRACTIONS 

The  average  American  is  appalled  by  the  fact  that  grade  two  contains  more 
than  four  times  as  many  contractions  as  grade  one  and  a half.  An  examina- 
tion, however,  of  the  145  contractions  in  grade  two  not  included  in  grade 
one  and  a half  shows  that  73  are  abbreviations,  the  significance  of  many  of 
which  is  very  obvious.  For  instance,  the  learner  need  be  told  hardly  more  than 
once  that  hrl  stands  for  braille,  cd  for  could,  pd  for  paid,  rev  for  receive,  etc. 

A grade  two  reader  may  read  grade  one  and  a half  without  any  special 

^ 145  contractions  and  abbreviations  were  excluded  for  various  reasons.  See  Fourth  Re- 
port, Commission  on  Uniform  Type  for  the  Blind  to  the  American  Association  of  Work- 
ers for  the  Blind,  June,  1919,  p.  3. 

* Report  of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  June,  1923. 
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instruction,  and  a grade  one  and  a half  reader  may,  without  any  great  diffi- 
culty, learn  grade  two.  Few  British  grade  two  readers,  however,  make  much 
use  of  grade  one  and  a half  books.  Many  explanations  of  this  have  been 
advanced.  The  average  British  reader  tells  you  that  it  is  annoying  to  meet 
with  words  spelled  out  which  he  is  accustomed  to  find  printed  in  contractions. 
Probably  the  psychological  reason  behind  the  grade  two  braillist's  dislike  for 
grade  one  and  a half  is  based  on  the  fact  that  the  rapid  reader,  at  least,  reads 
in  large  measure  by  word  form  rather  than  character  by  character,  and  the 
omission  of  so  many  of  the  frequently  recurring  contractions  changes  the 
general  form  of  a considerable  proportion  of  the  words  so  that  they  must  be 
spelled  out  by  the  habitual  grade  two  reader  before  they  are  recognized. 

In  spite  of  the  sentiment  against  duplicating  titles  in  grade  two,  many  books 
have  been  put  into  grade  one  and  a half  which  had  already  been  published  in 
grade  two  and  vice  versa.  If  publishing  for  the  blind  were  a commercial 
enterprise  supported  by  readers  amply  able  to  indulge  their  whims  as  well  as 
their  tastes,  we  might  look  with  complacency  upon  this  duplication.  Since, 
however,  books  for  the  blind  must  be  paid  for  by  the  public,  either  through 
taxation  or  philanthropic  contributions,  it  was  felt  we  had  no  moral  right  to 
sit  by  and  watch  this  waste  of  money,  if  a sound  basis  of  agreement  between 
the  British  and  Americans  could  be  arrived  at. 

Braille  contractions  have  three  purposes:  ist,  to  save  space;  2nd,  to 
facilitate  reading ; and  3rd,  to  facilitate  writing.  In  evaluating  any  contraction 
all  these  purposes  should  be  taken  into  consideration.  No  extensive  study 
has  been  made  of  the  effect  of  contractions  upon  writing.  It  is  safe  to  say, 
however,  that  so  long  as  contractions  are  not  increased  in  number  to  the  point 
where  they  constitute  an  excessive  burden  on  the  learner,  writing  is  facili- 
tated in  direct  proportion  to  the  extent  to  which  the  number  of  dots  is 
reduced.  Again,  if  they  are  not  too  numerous,  other  factors  being  equal, 
contractions  facilitate  reading  in  probably  the  same  proportion  that  they  save 
space. 

Various  studies  have  been  made  to  determine  the  relative  space-saving 
value  of  braille  grade  two  as  compared  with  braille  grade  one  and  a half. 
Making  an  allowance  for  proper  capitalization  of  both  grades,  it  would 
appear  that  there  is  a space  saving  of  approximately  10%  in  grade  two  as 
compared  with  grade  one  and  a half. 

III.  PRE-CONFERENCE  NEGOTIATIONS  (1929-I932) 

In  1929  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  entered  into  informal 
negotiations  with  the  British  National  Uniform  Type  Committee  in  an 
effort  to  find  a basis  of  agreement  upon  a uniform  type  for  the  English- 
speaking  world.  As  the  Foundation  desired  to  have  the  fullest  possible  benefit 
of  the  counsel  of  American  workers  for  the  blind  in  this  important  matter, 
the  Presidents  of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind  and 
of  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind  were  asked  in 
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November  1929  to  join  with  the  Foundation  in  the  appointment  of  an 
Advisory  Committee,  to  study  ways  and  means  of  obtaining  a uniform  type 
which  might  be  acceptable  both  in  Great  Britain  and  America.  Accordingly 
the  following  persons  were  appointed: 

Mr.  Frank  C.  Bryan,  Manager,  Howe  Memorial  Press,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dr.  O.  H.  Burritt,  Principal,  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruc- 
tion of  the  Blind,  Overbrook,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mr.  B.  S.  Chappie,  President,  American  Association  of  Instructors  of 
the  Blind;  Superintendent,  North  Dakota  School  for  the  Blind,  Bath- 
gate, N.  D. 

Miss  Lydia  Y.  Hayes,  Chief  Executive  Officer,  New  Jersey  Commission 
for  the  Blind,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Miss  Adelia  M.  Hoyt,  Member  of  Staff,  Service  for  the  Blind,  Library 
of  Congress,  and  In  Charge  of  Braille  Hand-Transcribing,  American 
Red  Cross,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Latimer,  Executive  Secretary,  Pennsylvania  Association  for 
the  Blind,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Mr.  George  F.  Meyer,  President,  American  Association  of  Workers  for 
the  Blind ; Supervisor,  Dept,  for  the  Blind,  Board  of  Education, 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Mr.  M.  C.  Migel,  President,  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  New 
York,  N.  Y. 

In  1931  the  International  Conference  on  Work  for  the  Blind  held  in  New 
York  City  gave  great  impetus  to  the  movement  toward  uniformity.  Informal 
conferences  between  British  and  American  leaders  emphasized  a mutual  de- 
sire to  come  to  a common  understanding.^  Meeting  simultaneously  with 
the  World  Conference,  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind 
reaffirmed  its  desire  for  a common  system  for  all  English-speaking  people, 
through  a resolution  urging  that  all  efforts  consistent  with  the  best  interests 
of  American  readers  be  made  to  accomplish  this  end. 

Stimulated  by  renewed  and  general  interest  and  convinced  that  intelligent 
judgment  on  the  part  of  American  readers  of  braille  could  only  come  through 
knowledge  of  contractions  under  discussion,  the  American  Advisory  Com- 
mittee asked  the  braille  magazines  published  for  American  readers  to  co- 
operate in  familiarizing  American  finger  readers  with  the  grade  two  system 
by  gradually  introducing  into  their  columns  a considerable  number  of  grade 
two  signs.  The  American  Braille  Press  was  especially  active  in  this  matter 
as  it  was  publishing  periodicals  for  distribution  in  both  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  and  felt  most  keenly  the  wasteful  results  of  lack  of 
uniformity. 

After  considerable  correspondence  between  the  American  Advisory  Com- 
mittee on  Uniform  Type  and  the  British  National  Uniform  Type  Committee, 


^ Outlook  for  the  Blind,  Vol.  XXV,  p.  135. 
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definite  proposals  were  made  to  the  British  Committee  in  a letter  dated 
February  19,  1932,  reading  in  part  as  follows : 

“In  order  to  reduce  to  a minimum  the  number  of  obstacles  to  the  adoption 
of  a uniform  system,  we  are  proposing  as  little  divergence  from  grade  two 
as  we  can,  consistent  with  the  formulation  of  a code  acceptable  to  readers  in 
the  United  States.  For  this  reason  we  are  not  requesting  several  changes  in 
grade  two  which  we  feel  should  be  made,  were  we  starting  afresh  on  a new 
system.  In  order  not  to  render  existing  books  either  in  Great  Britain  or 
America  obsolete,  no  suggestions  are  being  made  which  would  change  the 
significance  of  the  contractions  and  abbreviations  now  in  use. 

“In  considering  contractions  and  abbreviations,  we  have  evaluated  them 
from  five  standpoints: 

1.  Their  clearness  of  expression 

2.  The  degree  to  which  they  facilitate  reading  both  by  the  casual  as  well 

as  the  expert  reader 

3.  Their  learnability 

4.  The  extent  to  which  they  save  space 

5.  The  extent  to  which  they  facilitate  writing 

“Certain  contractions  and  abbreviations  which  we  propose  might  be  re- 
tained in  the  uniform  braille  code  are  objectionable  from  some  standpoints, 
but  because  of  their  space-saving  value,  or  their  familiarity  to  present  grade 
two  readers,  or  their  high  degree  of  learnability,  we  do  not  urge  that  they 
be  dropped. 

“In  order  that  a free  and  frank  discussion  of  this  entire  subject  may  be 
carried  on  expeditiously,  we  propose  that  a joint  conference  be  called,  the 
participants  in  which  to  be  drawn  from  the  British  Empire  and  the  United 
States.  While  the  conferees  should  be  conversant  with  the  points  of  view  of 
the  finger  reader,  the  librarian,  the  educator,  the  braille  publisher,  and  the 
administrator  who  is  responsible  for  the  expenditure  of  the  funds  with  which 
embossed  books  are  printed,  the  number  should  be  sufficiently  limited  to  per- 
mit of  practical  discussion  and  prompt  decisions. 

“In  order  to  bring  our  negotiations  to  an  early  issue,  we  herewith  submit 
the  following  six  proposals  for  consideration  by  the  joint  committee: 

I.  That  books  for  adults,  both  in  the  British  Empire  and  in  the  United 
States,  be  published  in  a code  made  up  as  follows : 

A.  The  present  braille  alphabet  as  used  in  the  British  Empire  and 

the  United  States 

B.  The  contractions  in  common  use  in  grade  two  except  the  fol- 

lowing: Christ,  Jesus,  God,  unto,  hb,  cc,  dd,  ff,  gg 

C.  The  abbreviations  in  common  use  in  grade  two  except  the  fol- 

lowing: faith,  glory,  grace,  holy,  saith 

D.  Point  6 to  be  used  as  the  capital  sign,  and  points  2-6  as  the 

italic  sign 
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II.  That  certain  rules  governing  the  use  of  contractions  and  abbrevia- 
tions, syllabication,  capitalization,  the  use  of  whole-word  signs  as 
part- word  signs,  the  sequence  of  words,  the  writing  of  Roman 
numerals,  and  the  writing  of  such  common  abbreviations  as  Mrs., 
Dr.,  etc.  be  revised  in  such  a way  as  to  remove  ambiguities,  incon- 
sistencies, and  unnecessary  divergence  from  ink-print  practice. 

III.  That  when  agreement  cannot  be  arrived  at  regarding  such  usages 

as  mentioned  in  II,  or  where  international  standardization  of  cer- 
tain usages  seems  unnecessary  or  inadvisable,  the  regulation  of 
such  matters  be  left  to  the  determination  of  the  proper  authorities 
in  the  respective  countries  where  braille  publishing  is  carried  on. 

IV.  That  a standing  joint  uniform  type  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 

tinue the  study  of  the  braille  system  with  a view  to  ascertaining 
ways  in  which  the  code  may  be  further  improved  from  time  to 
time,  by  joint  action  of  the  proper  authorities  in  the  British  Em- 
pire and  the  United  States. 

V.  That  a joint  clearing  house  be  established  to  which  all  braille  printers 
will  report  proposed  publications  in  order  to  avoid  duplication. 

VI.  That  steps  be  taken  to  arrange  an  equitable  plan  for  interchange  of 
braille  books  among  publishing  houses  or  libraries  in  the  British 
Empire  and  the  United  States. 

‘‘While  the  foregoing  proposals  represent  our  point  of  view  at  present,  it 
is  not  to  be  understood  that  we  wish  to  close  the  door  to  the  consideration  of 
other  points  not  mentioned  in  this  statement,  including  the  possible  omission 
or  addition  of  contractions  and  abbreviations.  It  seems  essential  that  both 
American  and  British  representatives  on  the  joint  committee  should  be  free 
to  discuss  anything,  which  in  the  light  of  their  judgment  or  in  the  light  of  the 
sentiments  of  their  respective  constituencies  will  be  for  the  best  interests  of 
braille  readers  on  both  sides  of  the  water.” 

After  the  interchange  of  various  letters,  the  following  letter  was  received 
from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  British  National  Uniform  Type  Committee 
on  April  26,  1932 : 

“I  am  sure  you  will  be  glad  to  know  that  my  Committee  are  willing,  in 
order  to  attain  uniformity — and  subject  to  a satisfactory  outcome  of  the 
negotiations — ^to  agree  Clauses  i and  2 of  your  communication  of  March 
i8th,  viz: — 

(1)  To  drop  the  contractions  and  abbreviations: — Christ,  Jesus,  God, 

unto,  bb,  cc,  dd,  ff,  gg,  faith,  glory,  grace,  holy,  saith. 

(2)  To  change  the  characters  representing  the  capital  and  italic  signs; 

thus,  British  dot  6 to  represent  the  capital  sign,  and  British  dots 
2-6  the  italic  sign. 

“With  regard  to  the  other  points  which  you  outline  under  the  heading  of 
Proposal  2,  the  Committee  approved  of  discussion  being  entered  into  between 
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your  Organization  and  ours,  and  they  sincerely  hope  that  their  deliberations 
will  ultimately  lead  to  complete  uniformity. 

“My  Committee  appreciate  the  gesture  of  good  will  shown  by  your  Council 
in  giving  them  the  privilege  of  naming  the  place  of  meeting.  It  was  agreed  that 
London  would  be  the  most  convenient  centre. 

“They  are  heartily  in  accord  with  you  that  conclusions  are  likely  to  be  more 
quickly  reached  with  a small  number  of  conferees,  and  would  be  glad  to  hear 
who  the  American  representatives  will  be,  and  when  it  would  suit  them  to 
come  to  this  country.” 

IV.  RESOLUTIONS  AND  COMMITTEE  APPOINTMENTS 

On  June  28,  1932,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Association 
of  Workers  for  the  Blind  adopted  the  following  Resolution: 

“Whereas,  The  British  National  Uniform  Type  Committee  has,  sub- 
ject to  similar  action  by  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the 
Blind  and  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind,  agreed 
to  modify  Braille  Grade  2 by  (i)  substituting  the  Grade  ij4  capital 
sign  for  the  Grade  2 capital  sign  heretofore  in  use;  and  by  (2)  substi- 
tuting the  Grade  ij^  italic  sign  for  the  Grade  2 italic  sign  heretofore 
in  use;  and 

Whereas,  The  British  National  Uniform  Type  Committee  has  agreed 
to  consider  with  certain  American  representatives  the  revision  of  the 
rules  governing  Braille  Grade  2; 

Be  It  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American 
Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind  approve  the  aforesaid  two 
modifications  in  Braille  Grade  2,  and  hereby  agrees  to  appoint  one 
representative  of  a committee  of  three,  the  other  two  members  to  be 
selected  as  follows : One  by  the  American  Association  of  Instructors 
of  the  Blind,  and  the  other  by  the  Presidents  of  the  American  Asso- 
ciation of  Workers  for  the  Blind  and  the  American  Association  of 
Instructors  of  the  Blind  acting  jointly,  said  Committee  to  decide  upon 
the  possible  elimination  from  the  Grade  2 system  of  the  following 
contractions  and  abbreviations : Christ,  Jesus,  God,  unto,  faith,  holy, 
glory,  grace,  saith,  bb,  cc,  dd,  ff,  gg,  and  to  have  authority  to  conclude 
arrangements  with  the  British  National  Uniform  Type  Committee 
establishing  rules  for  the  guidance  of  printers,  and  making  such  other 
modifications  in  the  Braille  Code  as  will  in  its  opinion  improve  the 
system.” 

On  June  29,  1932,  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind 
adopted  the  following  Resolution: 

“Whereas,  The  British  National  Uniform  Type  Committee  has, 
subject  to  similar  action  by  the  American  Association  of  Instructors 
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of  the  Blind  and  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind, 
agreed  to  modify  braille  grade  two  by  substituting  the  grade  one  and 
a half  capital  sign  for  the  grade  two  capital  sign  heretofore  in  use,  by 
substituting  the  grade  one  and  a half  italic  sign  for  the  grade  two 
italic  sign  heretofore  in  use,  and  by  eliminating  from  the  grade  two 
system  at  least  the  following  contractions  and  abbreviations : Christ, 
Jesus,  God,  unto,  faith,  holy,  glory,  grace,  saith,  bb,  cc,  dd,  ff,  gg ; and 

Whereas,  The  British  National  Uniform  Type  Committee  has  agreed 
to  consider  with  certain  American  representatives  the  revision  of  the 
rules  governing  braille  grade  two; 

Be  It  Resolved,  That  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of 
the  Blind,  in  convention  assembled,  first,  approves  the  aforesaid  modi- 
fications in  braille  grade  two  for  adult  readers ; and  second,  authorizes 
the  creation  of  a committee  of  three  persons  to  be  selected  as  follows : 
one  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Association  of  In- 
structors of  the  Blind,  one  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Ameri- 
can Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  and  the  third  member  by 
the  Presidents  of  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind 
and  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind  acting  jointly. 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  That  said  committee  be  and  hereby 
is  vested  with  authority  to  conclude  arrangements  with  the  British 
National  Uniform  Type  Committee  establishing  rules  for  the  guidance 
of  printers,  and  making  such  other  modifications  in  the  braille  code  as 
will  in  its  opinion  improve  the  system ; and  to  take  such  steps  as  it 
may  deem  necessary  to  insure  the  continuance  of  uniformity  in  the 
braille  system;  so  far  as  is  possible  through  moral  suasion,  and  to 
improve  printing  practices  among  braille  embossers  of  the  English 
language. 

Be  It  Resolved  Further,  That  in  case  this  committee  fails  to 
secure  joint  agreement  on  all  the  rules  for  writing  grade  two  conform- 
ing to  good  printing  practice,  it  is  hereby  directed  to  prepare  and 
promulgate,  in  cooperation  with  the  American  Advisory  Committee 
on  Uniform  Type,  special  rules  for  the  guidance  of  American  pub- 
lishers of  braille  books.” 

In  conformity  with  these  Resolutions,  the  following  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  conclude  the  negotiations  with  the  British  authorities : 

Mr.  George  F.  Meyer,  Supervisor,  Department  for  the  Blind,  Board  of 
Education,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota — Appointed  by  the  American 
Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind 

Mr.  Louis  W.  Rodenberg,  Illinois  School  for  the  Blind,  Jacksonville, 
Illinois — Appointed  by  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of 
the  Blind 
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Mr.  Robert  B.  Irwin,  Executive  Director,  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind,  New  York,  New  York — Appointed  by  joint  action  of  the  Presi- 
dents of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind  and  the 
American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind,  and  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind 

The  British  National  Uniform  Type  Committee,  which  represents  a large 
number  of  organizations  for  the  blind  in  Great  Britain,  appointed  the  follow- 
ing sub-committee  to  carry  on  conversations  with  the  American  representa- 
tives : 

Mr.  W.  M.  Stone  (Chairman) 

Superintendent  and  Headmaster,  Royal  Blind  School,  Edinburgh 
Miss  D.  A.  Pain 

Asst.  Secretary  and  Librarian,  National  Library  for  the  Blind,  London 
Mr.  A.  Siddall 

Chairman,  Northern  Counties  Association  for  the  Blind,  and  Home 
Teacher 

Mr.  T.  H.  Tylor 

Fellow  of  Baliol  College,  Oxford,  representing  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  London 

V.  THE  LONDON  CONFERENCE 

On  July  18-19,  1932,  the  American  and  British  conferees  met  at  the 
National  Library  for  the  Blind  in  London.  The  two  days  of  discussion  were 
characterized  by  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  each  country 
to  evaluate  sympathetically  the  point  of  view  of  the  other,  and  to  find  a 
method  of  harmonizing  divergences  based  on  sound  principles  rather  than  on 
compromise.  The  modified  system  resulting  from  this  conference  is  known  as 
“Standard  English  Braille.”  It  uses  as  a basis  the  code  as  set  forth  in  The 
Braille  System  for  Reading  and  Writing  published  in  England  in  1931. 

The  following  changes  in  the  rules  were  agreed  upon 

Substitute  for  General  Rule  4,  p.  6 : “A  paragraph  should  begin  in  the  third 
cell  of  the  new  line  except  where  space  saving  is  material.  When,  for  space- 
saving reasons,  a paragraph  is  begun  in  the  unfinished  line,  three  clear  spaces 
shall  be  left.  The  latter  method  must  not  be  used  for  a lettered  or  numbered 
paragraph.  Where  a paragraph  needing  special  indication  does  not  begin  a 
new  line,  a star  or  other  marginal  indication  may  be  inserted.” 

Substitute  for  General  Rule  5,  p.  6':  “Each  new  line  of  verse  should  start 
on  a new  line  as  in  letter-press  practice  except  where  space  saving  is  material. 
When,  for  space-saving  purposes,  poetry  is  written  as  prose,  the  Poetry-line 
sign,  etc.  . . .”  as  in  General  Rule  5. 

Substitute  for  General  Rule  2,  p.  5 : “Abbreviations  current  in  ordinary 


^ Page  numbers  and  rules  refer  to  the  ink-type  edition  of  The  Braille  System  for 
Reading  and  Writing,  1931.  • . 
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literature  are  to  be  used.  In  writing  such  abbreviations,  the  writer  shall  follow 
the  copy  or  shall  observe  prevailing  letter-press  practice.  (The  abbreviation 
point  is  expressed  by  dots  2-5-6.)  Ex. : e.g. ; viz. ; M.A.” 

Substitute  for  General  Rule  13-i,  p.  8:  'Tn  writing  Roman  numerals  the 
writer  shall  follow  the  copy  or  prevailing  letter-press  practice.  If  the  Roman 
numerals  are  capitalized  in  braille,  they  should  be  preceded  by  the  capital 
sign ; if  they  are  not  capitalized,  they  should  be  preceded  by  the  letter  sign.’' 
It  was  agreed  that  Roman  numerals  may  be  written  without  a following 
abbreviation  point. 

Substitute  for  General  Rule  10,  p.  7:  “The  capital  sign,  dot  6,  is  placed 
immediately  before  a letter  to  indicate  that  such  a letter  is  a capital.  Contrac- 
tions may  follow  a capital  sign,  it  being  understood  that  only  the  first  letter 
is  a capital.  The  capital  sign  may  be  doubled  before  a word  or  a Roman 
numeral  containing  more  than  one  letter  to  indicate  that  all  the  letters  are 
capitals.” 

It  was  agreed  that  the  present  difference  in  the  use  of  the  capital  sign  in 
American  and  British  books  be  continued.  In  America  the  capital  sign  will 
generally  be  used  wherever  it  occurs  in  the  best  letter-press  practice.  In  Great 
Britain  the  capital  sign  will  not  be  used  in  general  literature. 

Drop  from  the  list  of  contractions  on  pp.  10  and  ii  the  following:  Christ, 
Jesus,  God,  unto. 

Drop  from  the  list  of  abbreviated  words  on  page  12  the  following:  faith, 
glory,  grace,  holy,  saith. 

Substitute  for  General  Rule  12,  p.  7:  “The  italic  sign,  dots  4-6,  is  placed 
before  a word  to  indicate  that  the  word  is  in  italics.  When  more  than  three, 
etc.  . . .”  as  in  General  Rule  12. 

Substitute  for  Grade  II  Rule  15,  p.  15:  “Contractions  forming  parts  of 
words  should  not  be  used  when  they  are  likely  to  lead  to  obscurity  in  recogni- 
tion or  pronunciation,  nor  should  they  overlap  accented  syllables.  Word  signs 
should  be  used  sparingly  in  the  middle  of  words  unless  they  form  distinct 
syllables.  Special  care  should  be  taken  not  unduly  to  contract  words  of  rela- 
tively infrequent  occurrence.” 

Add  to  General  Rule  13-h,  p.  8:  “Lower  d immediately  preceding  the 
numeral  sign  shall  be  used  as  the  dollar  sign.” 

Add  to  Grade  II  Rule  14,  p.  14:  “The  capital  sign  is  not  be  counted  in 
the  application  of  Rule  14.” 

Add  at  the  end  of  Grade  II  Rule  10,  p.  14:  “(See  Rule  15)” 

Substitute  for  Grade  II  Rule  7,  p.  13 : “The  words  and,  for,  of,  the,  with,  a 
may  follow  one  another  without  a space  between  them  where  the  sense  per- 
mits. They  should  be  used  as  parts  of  words  wherever  possible  (See  Rule  15), 
in  preference  to  any  other  contractions,  unless  their  use  should  entail  waste 
of  space.  Ex:  Then.” 

Substitute  for  Grade  II  Rule  2,  p.  13:  “The  contraction  for  ea,  dot  2,  may 
be  used  only  when  these  letters  occur  between  two  letters  of  the  same  word 
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in  one  line.  It  should  not  be  employed  where  the  letters  e and  a belong  to 
separate  syllables,  as  in  react,  readdress,  preamble,  but  it  would  be  permissible 
in  realize.  It  should  always  be  used  in  preference  to  'ar  in  such  words  as 
hear,  dearth,  etc.  It  may  not  begin  or  end  a word  (See  Rule  15).” 

Add  at  the  end  of  Grade  II  Rule  i,  p.  13:  “(See  Rule  15)” 

The  double  letter  signs,  hb,  cc,  dd,  ff,  gg,  which  the  British  National  Uni- 
form Type  Committee  had  formerly  agreed  to  drop  from  grade  two,  were 
restored  to  that  system  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  British  delegation. 

Add  to  the  list  of  abbreviated  words,  p.  12 : 

nee — necessary  qk — quick' 

tgr — together  Ir — letter 

acr — across 

It  was  decided  to  ad6pt  the  continental  system  of  numbering  of  braille 
dots : I,  2,  3 down  the  left-hand  side  of  the  cell;  4,  5,  6 down  the  right-hand 
side  of  the  cell  to  conform  with  the  numbering  agreed  upon  in  1929  by  the 
International  Conference  on  Braille  Music  Notation,  in  which  France,  Ger- 
many, Great  Britain,  Italy  and  the  United  States  participated.  This  number- 
ing has  long  been  in  common  use  in  the  continental  European  countries,  and 
was  for  many  years  prior  to  1917  used  in  America  in  describing  American 
Braille  characters. 


VI.  JOINT  EDITING  OF  THE  HANDBOOK 

It  was  decided  that  the  Handbook  The  Braille  System  for  Reading  and 
Writing  as  revised  in  1931,  should  be  re-edited  to  bring  it  into  conformity 
with  the  principles  agreed  upon  by  the  conference,  and  that  it  should  be  the 
official  Handbook  for  Standard  English  Braille  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 
Miss  Pain  representing  the  British  delegates,  and  Mr.  Rodenberg  representing 
the  American  delegates,  were  deputed  to  draft  the  new  edition,  the  draft  when 
completed  to  be  submitted  to  Messrs.  Irwin,  Meyer,  Stone,  and  Tylor,  and 
to  be  set  up  both  in  print  and  in  braille  type  with  all  possible  speed. 

For  ten  days  or  more  following  the  meeting  of  the  general  conference,  the 
editorial  sub-committee  worked  on  a revision  of  the  Handbook  Standard 
English  Braille  Grade  One  and  Grade  Two,  and  the  draft  was  approved  by 
the  other  members  of  the  conference.  After  all  questions  regarding  technical 
details  were  disposed  of,  the  manuscript  was  turned  over  to  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  to  be  printed  in  ink  type,  and  to  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind  to  be  published  in  braille  for  use  in  the  United  States. 
However,  before  the  manuscript  of  the  text  could  be  printed  in  London,  and 
again  before  the  braille  edition  for  America  was  finished,  considerable  nego- 
tiation was  necessary  both  between  the  British  and  American  committees  and 
among  the  members  of  these  committees,  in  order  to  dispose  of  minor  details. 
This  delayed  the  final  issuance  of  the  ink-print  and  embossed  texts  for 
several  months. 
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It  is  especially  gratifying  that  the  conference  reached  so  complete  an  agree- 
ment that  it  was  possible  to  carry  through  this  joint  editing  of  the  Key 
immediately  after  the  conference  discussions,  and  that  a single  ink-print 
edition  can  be  used  in  both  countries.  It  was  necessary  to  publish  two  editions 
in  braille  as  the  British  elected  to  publish  their  edition  without  capitals  whereas 
in  America  an  edition  with  capitals  is  essential. 

VII.  SUMMARY  OF  RESULTS 

The  results  of  the  London  conference  may  be  summarized  briefly  as  fol- 
lows : 

1.  A few  of  the  least-used  signs  and  abbreviations  in  grade  two  have 

been  dropped  from  the  system:  Christ,  Jesus,  God,  unto,  faith. 

2.  The  capital  sign  heretofore  peculiar  to  braille  grade  one  and  a half 

will  henceforth  be  used  in  both  countries  whenever  capitalization 
is  observed;  also  the  grade  one  and  a half  signs  for  degree  and 
per  cent  and  the  sign  denoting  italics  were  adopted. 

3.  The  special  abbreviation  sign  heretofore  used  by  the  British  has  been 

dropped  in  favor  of  a period. 

4.  Five  new  abbreviated  words  (across,  letter,  necessary,  quick,  together) 

recurring  with  high  frequency  in  the  English  language  have  been 
added  to  the  code. 

5.  Roman  numerals  will  be  written  as  in  ink  type. 

6.  Better  directions  for  paragraph,  verse,  and  foot-note  writing  have 

been  given. 

7.  Simplification  of  certain  rules  and  tables  was  made. 

8.  In  Standard  English  Braille  the  use  of  contractions  much  more  nearly 

approaches  complete  syllabication  since  contractions  are  not  to  be 
used  when  they  interfere  with  legibility  by  obscuring  recognition  or 
pronunciation. 

9.  The  continental  numbering  of  dots  was  adopted. 

10.  The  joint  editing  of  a common  handbook  was  achieved. 

11.  It  was  agreed  that  there  should  be  cooperation  between  Great  Britain 

and  America  in  the  future  to  maintain  uniformity  of  braille  usage. 

VIII.  APPRECIATION 

The  Committee  wishes  to  express  its  heartfelt  appreciation  of  the  cordial 
cooperation  which  it  has  received  on  every  hand.  The  Library  of  Congress  has 
announced  its  intention  to  publish  books  in  the  future  in  Standard  English 
Braille  Grade  Two.  Many  of  the  braille  publishers  have  already  begun  to 
issue  their  magazines  in  the  new  system,  and  most  of  the  others  have  an- 
nounced their  intention  to  do  so  in  the  very  near  future.  On  February  8 the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  in  London  began  publishing  all  braille  books 
and  magazines  in  Standard  English  Braille  Grade  Two.  The  Canadian  Na- 
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tional  Institute  for  the  Blind  issues  its  publications  in  this  system.  The 
Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  have  voted  that  all 
high  school  books  in  the  future  shall  be  published  in  Standard  English  Braille 
Grade  Two.  Instructors  in  most  of  the  schools  for  the  blind  have  begun 
teaching  Standard  English  Braille  Grade  Two  to  their  pupils.  Librarians  and 
home  teachers  have  assisted  greatly  in  presenting  the  new  system  to  old  and 
new  readers. 

Most  of  all  the  Committee  appreciates  thei  fine  spirit  of  progressiveness 
exhibited  by  the  blind  readers  throughout  the  country,  who  have  cheerfully 
taken  up  the  new  system  in  the  hope  that  at  last  the  English-reading  world 
has  settled  upon  a code  which  will  be  reasonably  permanent.  Of  course  it  is 
possible  that  as  the  years  go  by,  slight  shortcomings  will  appear,  but  so  far 
as  it  can  now  be  foreseen,  such  shortcomings  can  be  corrected  in  a way  hardly 
perceptible  to  the  average  reader. 

IX.  RECOMMENDATIONS 

The  present  Committee  has  felt  that  its  work  would  not  be  complete  until 
certain  outstanding  questions  concerning  printing  practices  in  Britain  and 
America  could  be  settled.  For  this  reason,  the  Committee  has  continued  to 
advise  with  publishers  concerning  minor  interpolations  in  the  application  of 
rules  and  principles  whose  effect  could  not  be  completely  and  accurately 
forecast  at  the  time  of  the  London  meeting.  Interpretations  in  the  application 
of  rules  will  be  necessary  from  time  to  time,  and  it  is  the  opinion  oI  this 
Committee  that  a permanent  and  representative  type  committee  should  be 
established. 

Since  for  a number  of  years  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the 
Blind  and  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind  have  been 
recognized  to  have  final  authority  in  matters  of  embossed  type  for  the  blind 
in  the  United  States,  and  since  in  1923  the  American  Association  of  Workers 
for  the  Blind  conferred  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Commission  on  Uniform 
Type  on  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  it  is  recommended  that : 

( 1 ) The  present  type  committee  be  superseded  by  a committee  of  five,  two 
to  be  appointed  by  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind ; two 
by  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind;  and  one  by  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  with  authority  to  act  in  behalf  of  braille 
readers  and  all  agencies  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  a standard  braille 
code. 

(2)  The  members  of  such  committee  serve  for  a term  of  two  years  or 
until  successors  are  appointed  except  that  the  first  members  appointed  by  the 
American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind  shall  hold  office  until 
June  20,  1934,  or  until  successors  are  appointed. 

(3)  A majority  of  the  members  be  blind  and  be  proficient  braille  readers. 

(4)  The  two  members  appointed  by  the  American  Association  of  Instruc- 
tors of  the  Blind  shall  be  an  instructor  and  a librarian ; and  the  two  members 
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appointed  by  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind  shall  be  a 
braille  embosser  and  a home  teacher,  unless  in  the  opinion  of  the  appointing 
powers  this  restriction  unduly  limits  them  in  their  choice  of  persons  for  the 
committee. 

(5)  This  committee  have  the  power  to  choose  its  own  chairman;  and  to 
co-opt  sub-committees  on  musical,  mathematical,  and  other  special  notations 
when  occasion  warrants. 

(6)  This  committee  submit  a report  annually  to  the  organizations  appoint- 
ing its  membership. 

(7)  The  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  be  requested  to  act  as  the 
secretariat  for  the  committee,  and  be  subject  therein  to  the  direction  of  the 
committee,  save  that  expenditures  of  money  shall  be  governed  by  arrange- 
ments to  be  agreed  on  between  the  three  organizations  sponsoring  the  com- 
mittee. 

NOTE:  It  is  understood  that  the  present  committee  shall  be  discharged 
upon  the  adoption  of  this  report  by  the  proper  authorities  in  the  American 
Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind  and  the  American  Association  of  In- 
structors of  the  Blind,  and  the  appointment  of  a permanent  uniform  type 
committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Robert  B.  Irwin 
George  F.  Meyer 
Louis  W.  Rodenberg 

June,  1933. 
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